participants <60 years, whereas age did not significantly modify the association between 48 lactation history and diabetes prevalence. 
METHODS

94
Study population
95
The continuous NHANES used a complex, multistage, probability sampling design to 96 randomly select a nation-wide representative sample of non-institutionalized U.S. and ≥5), whether they had breastfed any child (yes or no), and number of children 114 breastfed for at least 1 month. Lactation history was categorized into 0 (no lactation), 1-2, 115 or ≥3 based on the number of children breastfed for at least 1 month.
116
Assessment of serum concentrations of POPs
117
Procedures for blood collection and processing have been described elsewhere.(CDC, between-group difference <0.10). Between-group differences for the 1-2 lactation group 231 and the no lactation group was significant only for PCB-170, PCB-180, and PFOA
232
(P<0.05).
233
In the subsample with non-missing data on lactation, serum POPs, and diabetes status, 234 using P<0.10 criterion, we found that trans-nonachlor, β-HCH, PCB-118, and PCB-169
235
were significantly associated with a higher prevalence of diabetes (P<0.05;
236
Supplemental Table S1 ), whereas serum PCB-074 was associated with higher diabetes 237 risk with marginal significance (P<0.10). When we adjusted for these five POPs, the 238 association between lactation and diabetes was only slightly attenuated (Table 4) .
239
Results for the other POPs are shown in Supplemental Table S2 . Associations between 240 serum POPs and diabetes were slightly attenuated after adjusting for lactation history as 241 well (Supplemental Table S1 ).
242
Age-stratified analyses were performed among subsamples with data on trans-nonachlor,
243
β-HCH, PCB-074, PCB-118, and PCB-169. As shown in Supplemental Table S5 ).
256
DISCUSSION
257
In this cohort of parous women, we confirmed that the number of lactation periods≥1 POPs need to be considered in future studies.
295
The associations of self-reported lactation history and serum POPs with diabetes in our 
